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Exercise 3 – “How to get 

previous experience 

recognised” 
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In this exercise you get information about the process of recognition of prior 

qualification in Austria. Please read it carefully. Use the information to identify the 

entity responsible for your recognition process. Visit the website and try to find a 

contact. Fill in the provided template. 

At the end, the success story of a woman is described. Please read this short text and 

draft your own success story. The reflecting questions serve as orientation for you to 

recognise the path you want to go. 

Overview:  

In Austria, there is no uniform procedure for formal recognition of qualifications from 

another country (today). It depends on the type of qualification for which the 

recognition is needed. There are four types of recognition: 

 Recognition of professional qualification for regulated professions;  

 Recognition (also: Nostrification) of college and school-leaving certificates; 

 Validation of academic degrees and diplomas for the purposes of exercising a 

profession; 

 Accreditation of skilled trade certificates. 

http://www.berufsanerkennung.at/en/professional-recognition/key-terms/#c741
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Recognition of professional qualification 

To have professional qualifications recognised (also: professional accreditation), it has 

to belong to a so-called regulated profession. Regulated means that evidence of 

certain qualifications in particular professions is required in order to have the 

authorisation to work in this profession in Austria. The following types of professional 

recognition exist under EU law depending on the type of regulated profession. 

 Recognition (accreditation) of professional qualifications through a comparison 

with Austrian qualification requirements; 

 Automatic recognition based on corresponding training experience; 

 Notification of the cross-border provision of services (if the activity is only being 

exercised temporarily and no request is made to open a commercial 

establishment in Austria).. 

Further, the entity responsible for the recognition depends on the country, in which 

the qualification was acquired: European Union (EU), the European Economic Area 

(EEA), Switzerland or third country. The Recognition Guide provides information 

regarding the entities responsible for different cases, besides other useful information.  

Recognition of college and university admission certificates (Nostrification) 

The process aims to recognise college and school-leaving certificates acquired in 

another country by comparing and matching requirements of Austrian curricula. If 

additional qualification is necessary, supplementary examinations or courses have to 

be taken.  

School-leaving certificates/studies have to be reviewed by the institution of higher 

education, in which the student wants to enrol, before starting university studies. 

School leaving certificates can be evaluated online in order to compare with an 

Austrian school-leaving certificate. The evaluation does not replace the recognition 

of qualifications. Applications can be submitted online at: https://www.asbb.at/   

Responsibility: Austrian Federal Ministry of Education 

Accreditation for the Austrian final apprenticeship examination 

Certain certificates or diplomas gained abroad can be accredited for the Austrian 

final apprenticeship examination, eventually with the practical demonstration of 

professional experience. If differences in the education are identified, the 

apprenticeship can be completed in Austria with supplementary examinations.  

Responsibility: Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy 

Formal recognition without certificates or evidence 

The new Austrian Recognition and Evaluation Act is important for individuals entitled 

to asylum and to subsidiary protection, who cannot provide certificates or evidence 

of education and training due to not self-inflicted reasons. For these people, different 

options can be discussed at a face-to-face counselling session. 

http://www.berufsanerkennung.at/en/professional-recognition/key-terms/#c736
http://www.berufsanerkennung.at/en/home/
https://www.asbb.at/
http://www.bmukk.gv.at/
http://www.bmwfw.gv.at/
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Source: http://www.berufsanerkennung.at/en/professional-recognition/overview/  
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Success story  

Example: 

My name is Anica Mikic and I am a qualified graduate from nurse school. I 

visited the medical and midwifery school in Orasja and Tuzla in Bosnia. I came 

to Austria in 2011 because my husband is half-Austrian and got a job offer in 

Vienna. The nostrification of my diploma was fortunately time-manageable. I 

submitted my application online and my certificates were evaluated. I did a 

course for the nostrification of my qualification. In preparation for the course, I 

learned German quickly by completing a German course tailored for health 

care funded by the Austrian integration funds. Exactly one month after the 

nostrification process completion, I started working at a nursing home, where I 

still work today. I am glad to have taken this step. 

 

Story adapted from:  http://www.berufsanerkennung.at/erfolgsstories/  

 

My success story 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Reflecting questions 

 What kind of recognition do I need? 

 What aspects of my professional knowledge and experience can I use 

specifically to follow my desired professional path? 

 What are my options, once my qualification has been recognised? 

 

 

http://www.berufsanerkennung.at/erfolgsstories/

